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CSIR-Structural Engineering Research Centre's Diamond Jubilee Celebrations to
be held tomorrow

Posted On: 09 JUN 2025 5:21PM by PIB Chennai

The Diamond Jubilee celebrations of CSIR-Structural Engineering Research Centre (SERC) to be held on tomorrow (10.06.2025). A curtain
raiser press conference was held today at the CSIR campus in Taramani, Chennai.

Dr. N. Anandavalli, Director of CSIR-SERC, addressed the gathering and explained about the 60 -anniversary Diamond Jubilee celebrations
to be held tomorrow. She highlighted the achievements and social contributions of the CSIR-Structural Engineering Research Centre over
the last six decades. She also quoted how their research is structured to apply science in a way that benefits society.

She further said that their achievements, including the invention and production of twisted steel bars, design checking of the Matri mandir
in Puducherry, fly ash technology, Tower Testing Station, CSIR-SERC’s contribution to the design of the New Pamban Bridge, and the
Structural Engineering Research Centre's contributions to various sectors including the Railway, Defence, Science and environment and
Interdisciplinary researches.

She informed that CSIR-SERC will be handling the structural health monitoring of the Chenab Bridge, which was inaugurated in Jammu
and Kashmir recently by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. The CSIR-SERC address the design issues and condition assessment of
concrete quality for various metro rail projects such as Delhi Metro, Jaipur Metro etc. Dr. N. Anandavalli also stated that, various
programmes including stakeholder connect, Diamond Jubilee celebrations, release of coffee table book and 60 technologies of CSIR-SERC,
display of exhibits, honouring of retirees etc will be organised during the event tomorrow.

Furthermore, Professor Kamachi Mudali, Vice-Chancellor of Homi Bhabha National Institute, Mumbai, and Dr. Ramji Singh, member of the
Dam Safety Review Committee of the Government of Gujarat, will participate as special guests at the diamond jubilee celebrations tomorrow.
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CSIR-SERC To Maintain World's Highest Railway Bridge In Jammu
Kashmir: Director Anandavalli

She said a MoU is to be signed with the Railways to undertake the maintenance of the highest railway
bridge.
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CSIR-SERC To Maintain World's Highest Railway Bridge In Jammu Kashmir: Director Anandavalli (ETV Bharat)

Chennai: CSIR-Structural Engineering Research Centre (SERC) Director N. Anandavalli has said that a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) will be signed with the Indian Railways for the maintenance
of the Chenab Bridge in Jammu and Kashmir, which is the highest bridge in the world and was
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday.

“A MoU is to be signed with the Railways to undertake the maintenance of the highest railway bridge,”
she said. "We are also providing suggestions for the construction of the new Parliament building."

Anandavalli said that the buildings of the Parliament had been constructed using 3D technology and
concrete as of current times. "We have constructed a new building in 20 days using new technology
by mixing silver and fibre in the building mix," she said.

“Due to our intervention, the days for constructing the building will be fewer. The raw materials
required for it will also be less. This building will adjust to the climatic conditions in the rainy and hot
seasons as per the prevailing weather conditions,’ she said.

Anandavalli was addressing a special press meet on the eve of the 60th foundation day of the CSIR-
SERC. Several people, including industrialists, scientific researchers, scientists, students, etc., are
expected to participate in the celebrations.

“The CSIR research centre has made various discoveries in the 60 years since its inception. The TMT
bar was first invented at this centre. This research centre provides appropriate advice to the central
and state governments for constructing buildings that can withstand earthquakes and prevent soil
erosion. The newly constructed Pamban Bridge in Rameswaram was built based on advice provided
here regarding the appropriate concrete for the construction work,” she said.
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CSIR-SERC Diamond Jubilee

Celebrations to be held on June 10

CHENNAI

The Diamond Jubilee cele-
brations of CSIR-Structural Engi-
neering Research Centre (SERC)
to be held on today (10.06.2025).
A curtain raiser press conference
was held yesterday at the CSIR
campus in Taramani, Chennai.

Dr. N. Anandavalli, Director of
CSIR-SERC, addressed the gath-
ering and explained about the
60th-anniversary Diamond Jubi-
lee celebrations to be held tomor-
row. She highlighted the achieve-
ments and social contributions of
the CSIR-Structural Engineering
Research Centre over the last six
decades. She also quoted how
their research is structured to ap-
ply science in a way that benefits
society.

She further said that their
achievements, including the in-
vention and production of twist-
ed steel bars, the construction of
the Matrimandir in Puducherry,

fly ash technology, Tower Testing
Station, CSIR-SERC’s contribution
to the design of the New Pamban
Bridge, and the Structural Engi-
neering Research Centre’s contri-
butions to various sectors includ-
ing the Railway, Defence, Science
and environment and Interdisci-
plinary researches.

She informed that a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
has recently been signed for re-
search on the Chenab Bridge,
which was opened in Jammu and
Kashmir recently. Dr. N. Anan-
davalli also stated that two new
training programs will be intro-
duced during the event today.

Furthermore, Professor Ka-
machi Mudali, Vice-Chancellor of
Homi Bhabha National Institute,
Mumbai, and Dr. Ramji Singh,
member of the Dam Safety Re-
view Committee of the Govern-
ment of Gujarat, will participate
as special guests at the diamond
jubilee celebrations today.
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CSIR-SERC Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 2025

Posted On: 10 JUN 2025 8:19PM by PIB Chennai

CSIR-Structural Engineering Research Centre (CSIR-SERC), Chennai, celebrated its Diamond
Jubilee (1965-2025), on 10 June 2025. The 60 glorious years of shaping infrastructure and service
to the nation. As a part of the Diamond Jubilee celebrations, a meet with stakeholders Stakeholder
Connect - was organized on 10 June 2025 at 9 AM and the CSIR-SERC Diamond Jubilee
Celebration function was held in the afternoon.

Dr. V. Govindaraj, Head (R&D), ECC Division, L&T Ltd., Chennai was the chief guest of the
Stakeholder Connect event. Around 50 stakeholders from across the industry participated in the
event. The event began with an invocation and lighting of lamp by the dignitaries. Dr. N.
Anandavalli, Director, CSIR-SERC and Coordinating Director, CSIR Madras Complex (CMC),
welcomed the stakeholders from the industry and delivered the welcome address. In her address,
she said that this event shall provide a road map for CSIR-SERC's future research focus. She also
made a detailed presentation — 60 years | One Spirit — in which she briefed on the genesis of CSIR-
SERC from Roorkee to Chennai, unique and significant contributions of CSIR-SERC to the nation,
society and to the field of civil and structural engineering since 1965, 60 years of legacy of CSIR-
SERC, demonstrative structures at the campus, current research focus, thrust areas and
laboratories of CSIR-SERC, recent scientific contributions and future focus areas.

Dr. P.S. Ambily, Senior Principal Scientist, CSIR-SERC, introduced the chief guest to the audience.
Dr. Govindaraj in his address, remembered the visionary leaders of CSIR and CSIR-SERC, who
built the CSIR laboratories across the nation. He credited CSIR-SERC for its various technological
achievements and praised its ground-breaking and cutting-edge technologies such as ferrocement,
precast concrete sleepers, high strength deformed bars, etc., that contributed to the national
development in a huge way. He said that the research activities at CSIR-SERC is on par with the
reputed research institutes across the world and shared the long association of L&T with CSIR-
SERC. He said that various element level and micro level problems exist in the construction
industry which needs to be addressed and requested CSIR-SERC to take up such issues.
Highlighting the difficulty in taking new civil engineering technologies from laboratory to the field,
which requires multiple approvals, he said that enormous hard work and resilience is required to
achieve it and requested the industry, academia and research institutes to work hand-in-hand to
successfully implement the new technologies developed. Talking about the significance of fire
resistance studies and digital evolution, he requested CSIR-SERC to set up new labs with focus on
utilization of digital technologies to the industry and on fire resistance studies.

The chief guest's lecture was followed by the inauguration of exhibition on the occasion of Diamond
Jubilee. It was then followed by the presentation by scientists on the expertise and service rendered
on six thrust areas of CSIR-SERC, viz, Structural Health Monitoring & Life Extension, Energy
Infrastructure, Disaster Mitigation, Advanced Materials for Sustainable Structures, Special &
Multifunctional Structures, and Offshore Structures. The stakeholder feedback and the panel
discussions followed. Dr. P. Harikrishna, Chief Scientist, CSIR-SERC, proposed vote of thanks.




The CSIR-SERC Diamond Jubilee function started at 2 PM. Prof. U. Kamachi Mudali, Vice
Chancellor, Homi Bhabha National Institute, Mumbai, was the Chief Guest and Dr. Ramji Singh,
Member, Dam Safety Review Panel, Govt. of Gujarat, was the Guest of Honour. Dr. N. Anandavalli,
Director, CSIR-SERC and Coordinating Director, CMC, presided over the function and delivered
welcome address. In her address, she remembered the visionary leaders of CSIR-SERC and the
people who built this great institution and said that it is the collective responsibility of the present
team to continue excelling and pass on the torch to the future generation. A special video on the
milestones, memories and moments of pride of sixty glorious years of CSIR-SERC was played
before the audience.

The presentation on the glimpse of activities on the occasion of Diamond Jubilee was given by Dr. J
Prabakar, Chief Scientist, CSIR-SERC. Dr. J. Rajasankar, Chief Scientist, CSIR-SERC, introduced
the chief guest Prof. Kamachi Mudali to the audience. Prof. Kamachi Mudali delivered the Prof. G.S.
Ramaswamy Memorial Lecture on Relevance of Corrosion towards Integrity and Management of
Structures. In his lecture, he spoke on economy and growth of Indian industry, sustainable

development goals and Agenda 2030, sustainable development — relevance to materials &
corrosion, impact of corrosion on industry and public, holistic corrosion management for integrity of
structures, potential areas of R&D towards corrosion control, degradation monitoring and evaluation
technologies for structures, solutions for mitigating corrosion of concrete structures, national policy
on corrosion control and management (NPCC&M), and national gains expected from adopting
NPCC&M. He highlighted that colossal corrosion damage is a big concern with respect to assets
and structures for India, and it needs immediate care through a national policy and an institution.

Dr. S. Parivallal, Chief Scientist and Advisor (M), CSIR-SERC, introduced the Guest of Honour, Dr.
Ramiji Singh to the audience. In his address, Dr. Ramji Singh spoke on the significance of dam
rehabilitation and maintenance, problems faced by them during the process and said that CSIR-
SERC has the ability to provide a comprehensive solution to the various problems in the area of
dam rehabilitation and maintenance. He said, they are already collaborating with CSIR-SERC and
desired to work together in more areas.

Prof. Santosh Kapuria, Former Director, CSIR-SERC, virtually inaugurated the ConStruct 3D
PrintPod — 3D Printed Building done by CSIR-SERC. Concrete 3D printing (3DCP) is emerging as a
transformative technology within the construction sector, facilitating a convergence of digital design,
advanced materials engineering and robotic automation. CSIR-SERC has demonstrated the
practical application of 3DCP by constructing a ConStruct 3D PrintPod, which opens up new
possibilities for resilient, resource-efficient, and customized built environments, especially in
applications requiring rapid deployment, such as disaster relief housing, remote site construction
and smart urban infrastructure.

Prof. Kamachi Mudali, released the Coffee Table Book compiled on the occasion of Diamond
Jubilee. Dr. Ramji Singh, released the 60 technologies book that highlights the 60 significant
technologies of CSIR-SERC. The former directors and around 80 retired staff members of CSIR-
SERC were felicitated during the event, in gratitude for their service. A presentation on the former
directors were shown for the audience, which was followed by the honouring of former directors and
retirees by Director, CSIR-SERC.

As a part of the function, AcSIR Science Club was inaugurated and a video on the same was
played. As a part of CSIR-SERC Diamond Jubilee celebrations, a quiz competition was organised
amongst students of engineering colleges - exclusively for civil engineering students - on 14 May
2025. The prizes were distributed to prize winners during the function by the dignitaries. As part of
Diamond Jubilee celebrations, a poster preparation competition was organized for the staff
members of CSIR-SERC on the theme CSIR-SERC@2040. Prizes were also distributed for the
winners during the function. Shri E. Mahesh Kumar, Controller of Stores & Purchase, CSIR-SERC,
proposed vote of thanks.

The physical inauguration of 3D printed building followed. The battery-operated vehicle meant for
transporting staff within the campus, was also flagged off.
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Chennai: The CSIR-Structural Engineering Research Centre (CSIR-SERC), Chennai, marked
its Diamond Jubilee on June 10, celebrating 60 years of pioneering structural engineering

research and contributions to national infrastructure development.

The day-long event began with a "Stakeholder Connect” meet, inaugurated by Dr. V.
Govindaraj, Head (R&D), L&T ECC Division. Addressing over 50 industry participants, Dr. N.
Anandavalli, Director, CSIR-SERC, highlighted the institution's legacy and future research
directions. Her presentation, 60 Years | One Spirit, traced the Centre's journey from

Roorkee to Chennai and its significant technological advancements.

Dr. Govindaraj lauded CSIR-SERC's role in introducing cutting-edge technologies like
ferrocement and high-strength deformed bars, calling for deeper academia-industry

collaboration and enhanced focus on digital and fire-resistance research.

An exhibition and technical presentations followed, showcasing six thrust areas of the
Centre, including disaster mitigation and offshore structures. Dr. P. Harikrishna delivered

the vote of thanks.

In the afternoon, the main Diamond Jubilee celebration commenced, graced by Prof. U.
Kamachi Mudali, Vice Chancellor, HBNI, and Dr. Ramji Singh, Dam Safety Review Panel
member. Prof. Mudali delivered the Prof. G.S. Ramaswamy Memorial Lecture on structural

corrosion, emphasizing the need for a national policy on corrosion management.

A highlight of the event was the virtual inauguration of the “ConStruct 3D PrintPod,” a
3D-printed concrete building, and the release of two publications — a Coffee Table Book
and a compendium of 60 CSIR-SERC technologies. Former directors and 80 retired staff

were felicitated.

Additional festivities included the inauguration of the AcSIR Science Club, prize
distributions for student and staff competitions, and the launch of an eco-friendly battery

vehicle for campus transport.

The celebrations concluded with the physical inauguration of the 3D-printed structure,

symbolizing CSIR-SERC's forward-looking vision for 2040.



